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Summer Camps at the BLSC 2014 

The BLSC held six successful summer camps in 2014. Jayda is 

enjoying some hands-on room time at Camp #1. More photos 

from the camps are throughout the newsletter. 
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The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
 

Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org or Susan@blscs.org 

 

 

For more information check out our website 

(blscs.org) our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter 

What Am I? 
Can you guess 

what I am before 

the end of the 

Newsletter? 

 

Clue 1:  

In my wild 

undomesticated 

form I am white 

in colour. 

 

 

What Am I? 

Thank You! 
To Safeway for the donation of a 4 litre jug of glycerine for our super soap 

bubble solution. 

To all of the volunteers that where instrumental in the success of the summer 

camps. 

To Gordon Gore for donating the income of his bird and nature photo sales to 

the Big Little Science Centre.  

Gordon Gore Photo 
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Become a member of the Big Little Science Centre Society 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family 

membership consists of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of 

grandparents, parents and children). 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

BLSC Wish List 

Would you like to help out the Big Little Science Centre?  

Here is a wish list of donations we are looking for: 

 

 Any Legotm Mindstorms parts (NXT or RTS)   Plastic photo film canisters 

 A 10,000+ sqft building 

Summer Robotics Camp 2014  
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What Am I? 

Have you guessed what I am yet? 

 
 

Clue 2: During the domestication of my species, my colour became mainly orange, but I can 

be found in other colours like white, purple and yellow as well. 

More Summer Camp Photos  

Gordon Gore photo 
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Ospreys on a Golf Course 
Gordon Gore Photos 

 

Good golfers see lots of birdies on a golf course, even the occasional eagle. At The Dunes in 
Kamloops, everyone can see ospreys. They have a nest on the 16th hole, atop a tall wooden pole 
placed strategically by B.C. Hydro near one of their power poles. My power wheelchair can't be used 
on the golf course, but the owner generously allows me to use a golf cart to travel out on the course 
just to photograph wildlife in this beautiful location in Westsyde, in Kamloops. My physical handicap 
does not permit me to stand or walk for long, therefore all these photos were taken while sitting in a 
golf cart.  

 

   

Figure 1 (April 20 2014) 

Early photographs were taken with a Canon Powershot SX50 HS camera, which provides high quality 
photos, but is not as convenient for quick zooming and framing. Later shots were taken with a Canon 
EOS 40D camera with a Canon 18-200 mm lens or a Sigma 70-300mm lens. The ospreys apparently 
don't feel threatened by me or by my golf cart; therefore a moderate telephoto range suffices. 

 

    

                                                                         

Figure 2  (May 19 2014)    Figure 3 (June 4 2014) 

Figure 2: "I  don't need eyes in the back of my head to see you." 

Figure 3: " I 'll go get dinner. You stay here and watch those eggs."  

Figure 1: This is what the 
passing golfer sees of the 
ospreys in their nest. Initially I 
was hesitant to get too close to 
the nest, thinking it might spook 
the birds. After many hours, over 
three months of occasional 
observing, I realized that one 
could observe and photograph 
the birds from a much closer 
range. For weeks I thought there 
were two adult ospreys. One day 
I was surprised to see two adults 
flying outside the nest and a 
third sitting in the nest! One can 
hear younger ones, but cannot 
see inside the nest. 
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Figure 4 (June 9): 2014. The osprey is graceful in flight. Truly awesome! 

 

   

 

 

 

Figure 6 (June 26): Ospreys at The Dunes find fish from the nearby North Thompson River 
or from 'stocked' ponds on the golf course.  In this photo, Dad is delivering a meal for the Mom and 
her young. 

Figure 5  (June 7 2014) 

 
I captured several photographs 
of the male osprey bringing 
branches to the nest. The nest 
was built months ago, but 
apparently repairs or 
renovations were needed for the 
current or future occupants. 
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What Am I? 

Have you guessed what I am yet? Clue 3: I am good to eat cooked or raw. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 (June 28): A rare photograph of all three young ospreys. It was unusual to see more than 
one or two at a time. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8 (July 4): Two young survivors  Figure 9 (July 29): Two young ospreys 'home alone'  

                 communicating with their Mom.   

 

 

 

                          

Figure 10 (July 29 2014 )  

Acknowledgement: A sincere "Thank you!"  to  Bill Bilton Sr. and the pro shop staff at The Dunes at 
Kamloops for allow ing me to use a golf cart for three months to access the beautiful w ildlife and 
scenery at this beautiful golf course. It is much more than a golf course; it is a nature reserve. 

July 29 was a dramatic day. Early 
in the morning, the adult ospreys were 
seen partially demolishing the nest. 
They then circled high above the nest, 
beckoning two of the young to fly. The 
two young (both female) were 
photographed in late afternoon (Figure 
9) sitting alone and looking forlorn on 
the edge of what remained of their 
nest.  

July 30: The long 'lost' third baby 
(possibly male) magically appeared 
from the 'basement suite'. Its Mom 
was demonstrating how to fly, and the 
baby was testing its wings (Figure 10).  
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What Am I? 

I am a Carrot! 

 Wild carrots are mainly white with many entwined roots. 

 As humans domesticated the carrot the carrots were cross bread to produce 

one large root, better flavours and colours. 

 The Dutch were instrumental in the breeding and popularity of the orange 

variety of carrot. It is up for debate as to whether it had to do with the 

flavour and quality of the Orange carrot or if it was due to honouring William 

of Orange (the Dutch King who gained Dutch independence from Spain) 

 Carrots can be found today in the following colours: orange, red, yellow, 

white, and purple... so far. 
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